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Greetings! 
Hope this finds you well and growing 
through life’s challenges! We thought you 
might enjoy hearing about some of  the crazy 
amazing things God is doing in Ecuador!  

First, however, we wanted to thank all of  you who 
have been involved… whether by giving funds, by 
giving of  your time as part of  one of  the teams 
who have gone to encourage and bless or by giving 
of  your prayers…Thank you! 

It takes God moving in and through all of  us 
together to make this possible, we need God and 
we need each other! As you know, we are focusing our 

earthquake relief  efforts in the costal 
community of  San Vicente; a 
community devastated by the 
earthquake. The mayor has received us 
with open arms, thankful for the 
outpouring of  Christ’s love in action. 
  
Building homes in an effort to help 
rebuild lives has been an amazing 
testimony within the community of  San 
Vicente. While Doug was in Ecuador in 
June, he was able to help build the fifth 
home… 
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“…To divide your bread 
with the hungry 

And bring the homeless   
poor into the house…” 
     Isaiah 58:7
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The fifth home was built for this 
precious family! 

Maria is married to Freddy and they have a 
daughter, Karina and a son, Jhonny. Although 
Karina is an older youth, she has a severe case 
of  downs syndrome. Her mother lovingly calls 
her “my Baby”. 

Freddy… “The truth is that only God knows how 
He does things. Normally we lock ourselves in at 5:00 
pm and once the padlock is shut nobody leaves the 
house, but on this occasion we went inside later and 
the door was open while my wife prepared dinner. I 
went to bathe when the earthquake began. 

The reaction of  Karina (my special daughter) was to 
run to her mother and hold her tightly, but with her 
holding on so tightly my wife could not run. I went 
out the back door. Jhonny (my son) ran and pushed 
his mom and sister out of  the house as the walls fell 
down around them.  

We all saw when the house fell. I thought my family 
was dead, crushed by the house, and they thought I 
had been killed in the bathroom. It was not until we 
started to scream that we knew we were all ok.” 

Maria… “God had his hand in the timing and 
circumstances. We can see him taking care of  us as 
we are still alive.  His love was so remarkable because 
I was about to go shopping with my son, and if  I had 
gone surely Karina would have been crushed alone in 
the house (Maria says this while crying and hugging 
Karina).” 

Freddy and Maria’s Story

Maria continued… “I sincerely 
thought every house in the world had fallen 
as I saw the way that mine fell. 
  
Now with the house that we have received we 
feel so happy and blessed by God because 
with your help we now have a nice house to 
live in.  

Along with the house we also get peace in our 
heart because you are also concerned with 
coming to pray and teach the word of  God.  

Just imagine how happy and thankful we are 
because although we lost years of  effort and 
sacrifice in less than a minute, God gave us a 
beautiful and safe place to live.”  

Jhonny… “It is a blessing to have a roof  
to sleep under because it was very hard to 
spend sleepless nights in the tent.”  

Freddy… “For us it is wonderful 
to know God and His word. We 
decided to open our hearts to 
God so that he could enter and 
make us better people.” 

Karina… My House! 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The metal- framed homes are earthquake 
resistant. Currently, we have the funds to build 
10 homes, which we hope to have completed 
by the first of  September.  

Our goal is to build 50 homes as we 
plant the church in San Vicente! 

We have a church planting family preparing to 
move to San Vicente in January 2017. And the 
mayor has promised us a piece of  land for the 
church building! 

It has been incredibly exciting for 
us to see God using this next 
generation of  young committed 
professionals to reach the nations…  

Samuel and Paola a young Chilean couple 
serving now as missionaries in Ecuador; 
Samuel is a school teacher/ entrepreneur 
and Paola is a psychologist. Both have 
been gifted and equipped by God for the 
task at hand! 

God used a young engineer in Chile, 
Sebastian our son-in-law, to design the 
homes we are building. Jeremy, once an 
intern in Chile, has his degree in Fine Arts 
and has made a two year commitment to 
serve in Ecuador! He is an amazing artist! 

Kyle, with his degree in Business and 
experience in construction, has been our 
man on the ground actually working with 
the construction company and teams to 
build the homes; teams made up of  
Ecuadorians, North Americans and 
Chileans!!! 

The body of Christ knows no borders! 

Now God is giving the opportunity to a young 
Chilean architect, Carlos “Flap” (there are so 
many guys named Carlos at the Oriente church 
that they all go by their nicknames!)  

Carlos has been invited by the municipality of  
San Vicente to work with them in the urban 
planning for reconstruction. This is at least a 
one- year commitment for Carlos. 

The young Ecuadorian church planting couple and 
now Carlos, with the support of  Samuel and Paola, 
Jeremy, Kyle and the Ecuadorian Pastors, do you 
see?  

God is putting together a team to plant and grow His 
church! He is using those willing to trust Him and be 
obedient.  

God is multiplying His work across 
generations… 

Remember it takes God working in and through all 
of  us together. The point is not our education, it is 
our willingness to be used by God as He chooses. 

We are seeking more partners to help us reach our goal of 50 homes. We 
construct each home at a total cost of  $5000. If  you would like to help out you can give through 
IAM and designate it to “Ecuador Earthquake Relief” 
You can give by check to: PO Box 1493 Monroe, WA 98272 or online www.iamweb.org               
All donations are tax deductible.

http://www.iamweb.org
http://www.iamweb.org
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The company Esteban works for 
agreed to match the funds raised 
by the inmates! Thank you! 

Incredible! Sometimes we just need to 
stop and be amazed!  

We were given a little plaque that says,  
“Every day of  your life is an opportunity to 
be a blessing to someone.” We want to 
thank you for being that blessing! 

God  is moving and we are so excited to 
see how young people with hearts to 
serve are responding to the challenge of  
taking Christ’s love to the nations! 

We want to thank you once again for  
being part of  our lives and part of  what 
God is doing in Ecuador!  

Blessings! 
Doug and Shelly

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I,  

Here am I; send me.”   Isaiah 6:8   
God did not address the call to Isaiah; Isaiah overheard God saying, “Who will go for us?” The 
call of  God is not for the special few, it is for everyone. Whether or not I hear God’s call 
depends upon the state of  my ears; and what I hear depends upon my disposition… 

If  we let the Spirit of  God bring us face to face with God, we too shall hear something akin to 
what Isaiah heard, the still small voice of  God; and in perfect freedom will say, “Here am I; 
send me”.          Oswald Chambers, My Utmost  for His Highest, January 14th          

We wanted to end with an unexpected and 
amazing story about how God is working 
in and through another young couple 
Esteban and Liz. 

Esteban is Chilean and Liz was also an 
intern with us at the Oriente Church. Long 
story short, they fell in love and married! 

Esteban and Liz now live in Kansas where 
they are preparing to go to Ecuador as 
missionaries. Liz is a lawyer and Esteban 
works for a company that works within 
the prison system, including the maximum 
security prison. The inmates work and are 
paid for their labor. 

When told about the devastating 
earthquake in Ecuador and the 
need to help people rebuild their 
lives, the inmates raised the funds 
to build a home! 

PO Box 1493 
Monroe, WA 98272                 
(360) 805-2885  
www.iamweb.org  

If  you would like to partner with us contributions can be sent 
to IAM designated “D Kallestad Ministry”.  

You can also find out more about the young people mentioned 
in our letter and how you can be a part of  of  their ministries by 
going to the IAM website.      Thank you! 

Email: dougkallestad@gmail.com - skype:dkallestad  

Chile cel: +569 76089930   US cel/whatsapp: 1-509-720-3147 

http://www.iamweb.org
mailto:dougkallestad@gmail.com
skype:dkallestad
http://www.iamweb.org
mailto:dougkallestad@gmail.com
skype:dkallestad
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