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We feel this is home.  Kamketo and the Pokot area is 
our family and community.  We never truly think of it  
as any different than where anyone else lives until  
some one says "yesterday, two men were chased by  a 
hyena”.  The men had guns and were able to shoot it.  
It was not too far from behind your house."  And, by the 
way, "did you know that two Turkana men killed a Pokot 
at Kasai and then ran?"   Kasai is a half hour drive away.   
At these times, we look at each other,  kind of raise our 
eyebrows and are really blown away by these incidents. 
   

If you look closely you will see differences huge and not 
so huge.  Many things here are so much like America.   
When I am reading in the morning I hear the children 
come to school.  Their playful laughter and singing 
sounds the same here as it does in Oregon.  They have 
the same needs, love for God and their families.  We 
have been here long enough to see how much alike all 
human kind is. God desires our hearts to belong to Him.   
 

Today, a baby giggled at me and made me laugh out 
loud and a very sick child came and we prayed. The  
many families came for food because they are hungry.  
Praise God IDES keeps us in food so they do not go  
hungry.   
 

The rainy season seems to be lasting longer here in 
Pokot.  It is green and beautiful.  Tiny flowers come out 
of the ground everywhere with the first few minutes of 
rain.  Some are even too tiny to get good photos of. 
 

It was a good season of rain but the crops were hit by 
worms and then grasshoppers.  There is also a disease 
that has come to the Maize as well.   

Home in Kamketo The rains have washed many roads to ruin and we 
cannot get to some of our Churches.  I had a truck 
full of women and babies that I picked up for our big 
feast last Sunday and almost flipped us over on the 
road.  They were quite frightened and when we 
made it safely they prayed and broke out in song 
thanking God for this answered prayer.  There were 
about 500 at the feast where we served the bull that 
Mike purchased and had beans and rice.  Desert was 
a favorite, Chai and Biscuits or cookies.  
 

The elections came and everyone went into hiding 
including the Government clinic staff in the Pokot 
area.    
 

I am helping more patients with serious problems.  I 
am seeing Pneumonia, Typhoid, worms, Malaria, Flu 
and many skin diseases. 
 

The new well that Harvest Christian Church drilled is 
a great gift for the people but the places that do not 
have a well have many skin diseases.  The children 
have them all over.  When you carry water for miles 
it is precious and for drinking and cooking and then 
maybe cleaning little bodies. 
 

These little ladies, in the 
picture below, learn quite 
young to work hard.   

So Grateful,  Kathy 



  August 2017 Kenya  Mission Team 

Napping while mama works at  
the Mission house.  

Mission: 

Olivia found herself cooking, making 
friends, helping me with medical, 
cutting and laying tile.   

                                                                    The team of five that came to help build on the Mission house were wonderful to 
                                                            get to know.  They worked hard along side the Pokot and made some good  
                                                            relationships.  They helped cut and lay tile, cement work, paint, clean, put in a  
                                                            bathroom, cupboards, refrigerator and a stove.  The solar men came and we now 
                                                            have solar to power the things we have.  We are so grateful and you are all  
                                                            invited to Safari to Kamketo and stay in the new Mission House where we will call 
home.  Thank you Lord for all those who have worked so very hard. The last team worked in extreme heat and this 
team worked in the rain.  When God’s children get together in one heart, one Spirit and one mind in Christ, they 
can do anything.  Many of the women were able to help build on the Mission house.  They work so very hard and 
were paid well.  There was praising God and dancing on payday.  They are so grateful to be able to buy food for 
their children. 

I will be somewhere working 
           for my Lord! 

Jim, Mike VanDoren, Kathy, Olivia Lowe, Jeanette Halstead, Mike Halstead, and September Price.  



A motor bike carrying another 
motor bike that is in need of repair.  

There are many 
models of trans-
portation.  This  
is called a Boda 
Boda.  A motor 
bike for hire  is 
called a Piki Piki.   A small motor bike can hold up  

to five people and their belongings.   
We see this so often and wonder how 

they do not have more accidents.     

PIKI PIKI Pics…….guaranteed to make you look twice! 

The boys learn quite young 
to make their own bows 
and arrows.  He is quite 

proud and they do love to 
have their pictures taken.  

Some of our beautiful children.   
They come to watch what the 
Musungus, (white people)  are 
doing when they are out of school.  

These children came  
ragged in need of 
clothes…   
and you bought them 
clothes....thank you!!!  

In the states we 
have our pet follow 
us home but, here it 
is a camel, sheep or 
goats....  

We have a sweet audience where ever we go and whatever we 
do...we try to have 'tum tums' candy ready to share when we leave.     

A highlight was ‘Big Mike’ handing out Solar powered talking Bibles for the Pastors.  They are in 
the Pokot language.    One of our women received one as well and many more are coming for 
their ministry in all of the Churches the Lord has built for us to minister to.  There was much joy 
and dancing as we praised Jesus in song.  

                    The message was about the lost coin, lost sheep  
                    and Prodigal son.  Mike, Big Mike and Jim acted  
                    it out.  Jim was the father and the Mikes were the 
good and almost good sons. They were really into it as the challenge was given to live the life of one who 
was lost and has been found.  It was a very special time as we met under the trees.  The Pokot used lumber 
and cement blocks from the building supplies to set up a beautiful spot to worship under the trees.  
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 A very common site at the  

 mission house is to see women   
 and children carrying 40 lb 
 jerry cans on their heads as  
 they walk down to the well to 
 get water for their daily needs.  
 Those who are close enough  
 to walk for water are fortu 
nate.  Many have to dig down 
in the dry riverbeds to find   
water.  The water they find is 

often full of parasites,  
disease, animal feces,  
and dirt. Clean Water.  
What we take for  
granted as we stand  
under our 15 minute 
showers, is life to these 
people. 
   

 

We have exciting news to share!   
 

Tierney Christian Mission is teaming up with CRF, 
Christian Relief Fund, to drill a well at the mission      
compound.  We had heard of the work of CRF in Kenya 
and board president, Mike Halstead, did the leg work, 
contacting them to see if it would be possible for them 
to drill a well for us.  They agreed to drill the well at their 
cost ($10,000) as a way to support the work of TCM.  
 
Mike and Andrew Brown, manager of water drilling  
operations in Kenya, conversed via email over the 
course of several weeks.  Since Jim and Kathy are  
currently in the states, they used GPS coordinates and 
pictures to nail down the location. The drilling began  
on June 28

th
. 

 

   

This well will supplement an existing well located  
in the village of Kamketo, less than a mile from the 
mission.  That well is heavily used by both people 
and animals.  It is normal to wait in long lines and 
then shoo camels, goats, and cows away in order  
to get to the water. The location is muddy and very 
unsanitary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The mission well will 
be cemented and 
serve people only, 
with a pipe taking 
water down to the 
animals outside the 
mission compound 
fence.  
 

We are so thankful for CRF’s willingness to help.  

The two other estimates we received were in the 
neighborhood of $24,000 each.  We are feeling 
blessed and so appreciative of our friends at  
Christian Relief fund.  Harvest Christian Church  
provided the initial $10,000 for the well.  A hand 
pump is being installed for the time being, but we 
would like to put in a solar pump.  That would cost 
an additional $8000. This amount would cover the 
cost of a submersible pump, raised solar panels,  
and a 15 foot raised platform with two 10,000  
liter tanks. 
                                              Continued on Page 2 



This young woman is not  

married but is the mother of 

this beautiful baby boy.  She 

wants to finish school but her 

father, Lomita, passed away.   

We knew him well and he  

became a Christian later in 

life.   
 

Once he became a Christian  

he began to sell his animals so his children could go to 

school.  This is the younger daughter, who is16, and 

did not have an education.  The animals were all sold 

before she had the opportunity to go to school.    
 

She has asked that we share her need with the  

American Christians.  She would need to walk each 

day several miles, leave the boy with her mother to 

care for and back again in the evening.   
 

It would costs $320 a year for her schooling.  If the 

Lord speaks to you about her needs, please let us 

know.   
 

Thank you...Kathy  

We don’t meet people by accident.  They are 

meant to cross our path for a reason. 

“For I know the PLANS I have for you” declares 
the Lord “plans to PROSPER you and not to harm 
you,  PLANS TO GIVE YOU HOPE and a FUTURE.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 
    For more information   
    about Christian Relief  
    Fund and the work  
    they are doing all over 
    the world go to  

                                         
www.christianrelieffund.org 

 

 
CRF is a non-profit relief organization based in        
Amarillo, Texas with a focus on rescuing orphans  
and vulnerable children from poverty.  CRF operates 
child sponsorship programs that are dedicated to 
providing food, clean water, education, spiritual 
training, healthcare and disaster relief to the glory  
of God worldwide. 

    

This is where you can help.  Would you be willing 

to help complete the well to provide clean water to 
those women and children?   
 

No longer will the Pokot to the north have to make 
the trek to the well at Kamketo to get their daily  
water. This would truly be a blessing to the Tiernys 
and the hundreds of Pokot that would use it daily.   
Because it is drilled on the property, it would further 
establish the Mission itself as a spiritual light to the 
community and show the Pokot our long term  
intentions. Your gift to complete the well and the 
solar pump would truly be a blessing for years to 
come.      

$8,000 

 

7,000 
 

6,000 
 

5,000 
 

4,000 
 

3,000 
 

2,000 
 

1,000 

Where to send your gift. 

 
Tierney Christian Mission 
c/o Chris Tucker 
2229 NW Nickernut Ct 
Redmond, OR  97756 

 
Please note on your check in the 
subject line “Solar Pump” 

 
Thank you for all you have done in 
supporting Jim, Kathy and TCM! 

http://www.christianrelieffund.orgo


O ur time in the states has been full of blessings and much 
joy.  There has been much interest from many to come to  
Pokot and help us with teaching, building and medical work.  
We have shared much from time to time about the need for 
wells in our area, three to four would greatly help.   
 

Pastor Mike has been in touch with a well drilling group in   
Kenya that will drill a well for us.  Harvest Christian Church is 
supplying the funding.  If it all works as planned, we should 
have the new well when we arrive at the  Mission.  Many  
people will have clean water and we too will be able to  
access clean water.   
 

Pastor Mike and 3 others plan to come in August to finish the 
new Mission house.  The house we are now in will be available 
for many teaching opportunities.  Pastor Greg and his wife, Debi, 
are praying to come in October to help Jim teach two seminars 
that will include all Pastors, Elders and men in several communities.  Debi and I will teach the same materials to the 
women, do some sewing and medical work.  In December my nephew, his wife and another couple plan to come 
and help us build our new Church or at least get a good start on it.  It is in very bad shape. Our project manager and 
a group from the Redmond Christian Church are planning to come sometime in February or March.  There are many 
building and teaching opportunities.  Our son and wife are looking into coming next spring.  We will be busy with 
company who will serve the Lord in many areas.    
 

The Pokot cannot believe that they leave their homes to go to a place like Kamketo.  They are always so greatly  
encouraged by all the visitors.   
 

Thank you so much for encouraging Jim and I as well.  Answered prayer and your giving is bringing to those in 
Pokot to the Lord.   
 

         Kathy 

Life 

in the 

Bush 

As simple and primitive as this appears, we     
miss this home very much. In July we will go    

back and begin  another ten months of service. 
Thank you for allowing us this privilege.  
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From Jimmy, Mr Jim, Bwana Jimmy, Babo (papa)… 
 

I have many names here in Pokot.  It is an honor 
and fun for me to be answering to all the loving 
names I have been given. 
 

As Kathy mentioned I have a lot to do in 2 weeks! 
Sometimes it feels that I am too busy doing the 
physical things and then I am reminded that Jesus, 
fed those around him, gave them water, taught 
them and helped build His body.   
 

IDES provides funds each month to feed the school 
kids in our 20 villages and this year provided seed 
for them to plant.  We had a well driller from here, 
call us and wants to meet with us about drilling 
more wells in our area.  They are with a charitable 
organization.  God is providing not only the living 
water but the water for their physical needs.   
 

Our role is obedience, to 
go  and as we go, preach, 
teach and baptize in the 
name of  the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  Thank you 
all who are praying and  
giving so that we are able 
to obey this command! 
 

Lord bless you all,  Jimmy 

would have beat him to death.  She said that the 
trauma would be terrible.  Harvey is now well after 
a week of searching for parts and the mechanic 
working hard.   
 

We are so grateful to be able to come home and 
see family and friends.  Have your hugs ready, we 
need them!!!     Much love, Kathy    

                                                   It’s time once again to  
                                                   visit the States, see                          
                                                   family, friends and the   
                                                   churches that have    
                                                   supported us.   
 

                                                   You all need to see what 
                                 God has been doing here in answer 
to your prayers and the financial support that you 
so generously give to the Lord for the Pokot. 
 

Rain, ropene, makes it impossible for us to drive in  
the rough terrain either in Pokot or on the country 
roads in Kitale.  We chose to return to the states 
during the rainy months of May, June and July.   
 

Our last two weeks in Pokot begin when we arrive 
in Kamketo.  Jim and his crew will put a new roof  
on the church at Nasakum.  With rains coming they 
really need it.  The villages that have Churches use 
them for the school during the week.  He will also 
build some desks and have a Pastor's seminar.   
 

We will take the Jesus film to Mbaru.  I will do a   
clinic before the film in the afternoon.  That is a   
two hour drive from where we are. 
 

Kendra and I will help the women cook for the 
men's seminar, have a women's study each Friday 
while we are there and love on the children while 
trying to corral them to teach Bible stories.  
 

Harvey, our truck, broke something called bearings 
and the solenoid on the starter motor.   Someone 
stole our spare tire.  They can do that in about  3 
minutes and no one watching will say a word.  Our 
friend, Sophie, said that two days ago she went into  
a store to buy a paper, came back out and her tire 
was in the hands of a thief.  He saw her and put it 
down.  She could have yelled thief but the crowd 



Plans and Reality  
Do Not Always Come Together as Expected 

 

Looking Back on My Africa Experiences—Linda Troyer 
 

                Plans and reality do not always come together as expected. When I left the States to  
                go with the mission team, I had planned to spend as much time as possible with the  
                African ladies, who were eager to learn sewing, using the new treadle machines.   
                In reality, however, we spent a lot of time learning how to use the new machines,  
fighting with getting the machines to do what we wanted, trying to troubleshoot problems without a 
manual, and using many phone minutes trying to find a support person who could talk me through it. 
 

That sounds very frustrating (and it was), but in reality it turned out to be a blessing!  Because of the  
troubles, we ended up sitting in circles hand-sewing bags and talking about marriage, Christ, families, and 
anything that came up. Elizabeth, a beautiful woman of God, hand-stitched a skirt for herself and can now 
do stitching from her home, not just the mission house where the machines are located.  Mylka, a mom of 
6 and an interpreter for us, showed me many of their sewing techniques and could make the machine 
sing, since she had some experience with them. Shayla, a young bride and also a trained tailor, started 
teaching 3 of the women how to use the sewing machine. We all laughed together as the ladies worked 
on finding the rhythm to the treadle and cheered together when the rhythm was found. She knows the 
machine and the language, but is shy and reserved.  She is a natural as a 1-on-1 teacher. 
 

Plans and reality rarely are the same, but I am glad that Christ used the reality for the best. 

                                   

  One of the challenges the Tierney’s and any visitors to Kenya face is when the people request  
  funds to help send their children to school.  Primary schools are free, but sending a child to  
  secondary school can be more than they can afford.  We have to say “no” to these requests for a  
  couple of reasons.  First, it is not within the scope or purpose of the mission. Second, if you pay 
  for schooling for one person’s child, everyone will expect you to do the same for their children. 
 

  While in Kenya in January, we were made aware of a couple of schooling needs that we agreed 
  to pass on as opportunities to anyone who might be interested.  These 
  cases are exceptions and it would not be mission funds paying for the 
  schooling but rather someone who desires to help.    

 

An elder at the Kasapa church has asked for help with his son’s school expenses. It would be 
$350 for a year.  Several years ago this man donated all the land for the church and school  
in this area.  The other case is a 13 year old girl who recently became orphaned.  Her mother 
worked for the government which pays for two of her children to complete their education. 
Beatrice is the third child.  The one year commitment for her school fees would be $350. 
 

If you are interested in providing funds to help with schooling for either of these individuals 
or have questions, please contact Pat Fullerton at 541-280-7019. 

 



Kendra's Kenya  

We bought Kendra an early Easter 
gift, two baby chicks, named Kevin 
and Esther. They are so adapted to 
us now that they roost on us and 
sleep on us.  Kevin climbed Jim's  
leg because he was holding Esther 
while she was in his lap.     

Kendra Hopper 

I have met  so many amazing people over the last couple of months.  In less than a 
couple weeks we will be heading home to America, and my heart is sad to think 
about leaving all these people and the relationships I've built. 
 

I feel so blessed to be able to have this experience and I hope to someday be back.   
I have enjoyed being a part of the sharing of the Jesus film about His life with  
hundreds of Pokot who have never seen a movie before.  For their first movie to be 
about Jesus is pretty amazing I think. 
 

Sometimes when things have been difficult, God always seems to remind me why I 
am here and love His people like He loves us.  The children are always a joy to be 
around.  I have spent many afternoons when school is out, coloring with them.   
It has been an incredible time here in Africa and I’m very sad it is quickly coming to an end.  

               Take just a moment and read Ephesians 2:13-22 
   

This may be a long passage but, with what news we get of the  
Political disturbances, brothers and sisters in Jesus truly need to  
remember what God's highest desire is for us, who we are in Him  
and whose we are because of Jesus.  We see a separation as we 
get a little of the news and are sad about how brothers and sis-

ters are against one another and forming groups to meet together against one another.   Pray dear ones, 
pray for healing that comes only from the Holy Spirit within us, His Body. 

Nursery school kitchen at Nasakum, hungry kiddos   
waiting...  

I’m pretty sure we are  
getting some SHEEP thrills! 
 
Ya, but every time I say BAA 
you don’t have to say  
HUMBUG! 
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Team work is an expression used by many and 
encouraged in most areas of life.  The reason 
seems to be because it is not easy for people    
of differing ages, backgrounds, political views, 
religions to get along.  Throw in all the likes   
and dislikes and you can have chaos.   

The book of Acts is a favorite of mine and Jim’s. 
When the Holy Spirit is in the hearts of these 
people the scriptures tell us that, "they were of 
one heart, one mind, in one Spirit."   

Our team of 8 who came were just as different 
as they could be.  From the oldest, me at 71, to 
the youngest at 23, married and single, differing 
levels of income, education and vocation came 
together to a difficult place full of thorn trees,  
one outhouse, one tin shower and sleep in tents 
to serve the Lord and work in 100 plus degree 
heat to build a new house for the Mission.   

Some came with experience and others had  
never help build anything but because they   
were of one heart, one mind and in one Spirit, 
they built almost a full home in two weeks.    

They preached, taught and loved the people and 
so built the body of Christ when they baptized   
several the first Sunday they were here.   

The Pokot were amazed as well and so this time 
together was a terrific witness to them of what 
they could do together as many of them helped 
and learned new skills.  We are grateful and 
thankful for the encouragement as we too were 
built up while they were here. 

It rained here and rained hard!  We filled two 
large rain barrels in a couple of hours. It rained  

hard and some fun was had while it cooled 
down.  The high temps were 104 and 107    
with each day being above 100.  Kendra really      
enjoyed the rain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Both vehicles broke down. The rental vehicle 
broke a rod and valve, our truck lost both main 
springs in the back.  With the rental broken 
down at the Mission, Jim took four of the team 
members back to Kitale with the plan of taking 
them in two trips.  When he got to Kitale he 
found out that he almost lost the whole rear 
end of the truck.  He called and said that he  
had to get parts and the mechanic to the house 
to fix it and would come the next day when he 
could to pick up the rest of us.  He came about 
8pm.  He brought the owner of the rental truck 
so he could stay and fix it.  Off we went on the 
road in the dark.  Not too far along the road 
was a huge Lorry stuck in 3 feet deep mud. 

 Russ walked across to see if there was a way  
to get across.  It took a few tries and we were 
on the other side.  To say the least, this was 
one of the most eventful team visits we have 
ever had.        Our love grows,  Kathy 



door. Before the rest of the team headed home, all the building materials, tools, and 
supplies were brought into the house where they could be kept safe and dry. A fundi 
(a skilled tradesperson) was hired to do the plaster work on the outside.  

It was amazing to see this house go up so quickly.  The team worked great together, 
putting in long hours of often back-breaking work in temperatures of over 100 degrees 
most days. Mike plans to return in July with a small team to complete the inside of the 
house, installing tile, cabinets, fans, and plumbing fixtures. It is exciting to know that       
before the year is out, Jim and Kathy will have a safe, cool, bug free place to live.   

 When Mike Halstead, pastor and TCM board member returned from a trip to Kenya last 
July, he told the rest of the board he felt strongly that we needed a new mission house.  

One that would be safe and secure, with indoor plumbing and offering Jim and Kathy more privacy, We 
agreed with Mike’s assessment, both of the current living conditions, and with thoughts toward the future 
and having a better living  situation for those who might come and take Tierney’s place down the road. 

Mike developed plans and ordered materials (from 10,000 miles away). Jim was also very busy getting     
materials ordered and delivered on the Kenya end. The January 2017 team’s primary objective:  build a   
new mission house. The ambitious goal was to complete the house in two weeks. An honorable goal, but   
we forgot one thing.  This is Africa after all, and everything takes much longer, there  are many delays, and 
materials are not what they should be (missing parts, poor workmanship, etc).  

 

 

   

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Upon arrival, the first task was site preparation. Many Pokot, both 
women and men, were hired to work on the building project the 
whole way through. They manned picks and shovels and wheel-
barrows, hauling gravel, sand and rocks. As each section of the 
site was cleared and leveled, cement was poured.  Three teams 
mixed cement, gravel and sand in wheelbarrows, while  others 
hauled materials and water to the teams.  Mike pitched in wher-
ever needed and orchestrated next steps while communicating 
through an interpreter what needed to be done.   

Once the slabs were poured, the cement brick work began. Russ, 
Rob, and Micah each led a group of 3 or 4 people laying brick.  
The women on the team helped lay brick and made multiple   
trips to the well to get water for the project. Pokot helpers mixed 
mortar while others helped push the mortar into the cracks and 
smoothed it out. In 5 days, all the exterior walls were completed 
and window and door openings were framed in.  

While some continued working on interior walls, Rob and Russ put 
up the rafters (sprayed with an anti-termite solution). The tin roof 
went on quickly and Micah put up screen material while the work 
moved to framing out the veranda and putting on that roof.       
Although Mike and Rob had to leave to come home, the work  
continued. Gutters were installed, and interior bricks laid. The  
windows and doors were dropped off (literally) in the middle of 
the night. Although poor quality, the windows were good enough 
that Russ and Micah were able to install them as well as a front  



I didn't know what to expect when we arrived In Pokot but I could not have been more excited when 
the women welcomed us with singing and beautiful gifts.  They barely have anything and yet they 
found a way to make us feel so appreciated.  The Pokot were so excited that we were going to build 
a house for Jim and Kathy.  It means they are more permanent here.  We worked hard building and 
did much as we could this last month while the team was here.  I am looking forward to going to   
villages and building relationships with these amazing people.  They really care about others more 
than material things which is very different from America.   Kendra.  

Kendra's Kenya  

Caption This! 

So what’s going thru Kendra’s mind? 

Send your caption idea to us at 

cmrichter25@hotmail.com 

 

We will publish all the captions    

in our next newsletter 

The kids were very  
intrigued by the lap top! The team had clothes for 

kids and brought funds so 
that they could buy used 

clothes for the babies and 
children.  This is one happy 
little Pokot lady.  She has  

had a make over!  

School boys having a little 
fun for the camera! 

Melody brought Legos for the kids to 
play with.  They spent hours making 

things and then proudly showing them 
to us for our approval.    

I’m thinking that this group of boys are 
super excited to get their picture taken! 

It’s Kiddo Time !! 
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Tierney Christian Mission 

TIERNEY CHRISTIAN MISSION….MISSION STATEMENT 

 Tierney Christian Missions is a non-profit organization whose mission is to spread the word of The 

Lord across the Kamketo region of Kenya, Africa through relationship building and providing for basic 

needs for those lacking the resources to provide for themselves.”  




